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The New York State Master Teacher Program

Southern Tier

• Master Teachers co-facilitate Maker Ed, a Professional 
Learning Team (PLT) to explore meaningful hands-on 
creative STEM learning experiences for students. They are 
currently exploring Arduino, an open-source electronics 
platform, and robot-building—activities that they bring back 
to their schools to share with colleagues. 

• In advance of their work with Binghamton University 
education majors, the Working with Pre-Service Teachers  
PLT  Master Teachers have engaged in an intense review 

     What are the Master Teachers saying? 
“The chance to interact with other professionals is invaluable. I also leave with good ideas and 
invigorated to keep striving to do better work with my students.”

“The focus was pedagogy and how to best communicate to our students and I was able to bring back 
to my classroom a lot of  strategies that made my classroom a better place to be an engaged learner.”

“I was directly able to apply what I learned to my classroom, ordering the kits from Cornell and 
implementing this great lab within 2 weeks of  attendance. I was so excited about it, about engaging 
my students with living specimens and literally feeding them under the microscope. The engagement 
and excitement of  my students was incredible, and, even though the Tetrahymena didn’t exactly 

‘behave’ how I wanted them too, I was able to be flexible on the fly and have my students make some 
really wonderful conclusions about cells and microlife.”

“The NASA Moon Rock Certification workshop was one of  my best activities because it addressed 
STEM content that was directly related to my curriculum. The workshop provided great activities 
for me to do with my students while connecting with other educators teaching the same content.”

71% teach science
33% teach math
12% also teaching engineering and 

technology
26%  teach dual credit courses
76%  Master Teachers partnering with 

local STEM industries (GM, Buffalo 
Crushed Stone, Upstate New York 
Transplant Services)

66  NYS Master Teachers  
                  in the Southern Tier Region

Southern Tier Region Master Teacher Professional Development Activities: 
of best teaching practices and best mentoring strategies 
with various education experts in order to provide support 
to their soon-to-be colleagues about the analysis of lesson 
plans, giving supportive feedback, and conveying a passion 
for teaching.

• Master Teachers participated in a mini-course with Dr. 
Dean Spaulding about Action Research, a way to conduct 
research about one’s own teaching practices in order 
to improve the way they address classroom issues and 
problems of practice. 

Peter Manuelpillai teaches chemistry at Elmira High School.  In the 
classroom for 27 years, he is a strong advocate for student-centered 
learning that encourages critical thinking and reasoning skills. 
He shares his passion for sciences as the coach of the school’s 
ChemBowl Quiz team.  Mr. Manuelpillai was recognized by the 
American Chemical Society for his continued guidance and support 
of a former student that became a 2014 National Finalist for the U.S. 
National Chemistry Olympiad competition. 

Mary Franklin teaches Math 7, Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry, 
Trigonometry, Precalculus and Advanced Placement Calculus at 
Hornell High School, and is a mentor for pre-service and early 
career teachers. Outside the classroom, she facilitates workshops on 
implementing Common Core Geometry and Algebra 2, is the District 
K-12 Math Committee Member, and school’s Ski Club Advisor.

Snapshots



NYS Master Teacher Program Statewide Network
Responding to the call to strengthen our nation’s K-12 
STEM education, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo launched 
the New York State Master Teacher Program (NYSMTP) 
in partnership with The State University of New York and 
Math for America in 2013.

NYS Master Teachers make a commitment to engage in a 
minimum of 50 hours of professional development (PD) 
work above and beyond what is required by their school 
or district. Master Teachers meet regularly (evenings 
and weekends) to participate in a co-designed robust PD 
program tailored to professional growth goals to ultimately 
provide the most innovative and engaging STEM learning 
experience for their students.

NYS Master Teachers regularly share what they have 
learned with the pre and in-service teachers in their 
schools and districts by leading workshops through their 
district PD days and BOCES, and designing Saturday 
conferences based on the SUNY campuses.

14+

70%

average years  
teaching experience

of NYS Master Teachers 
have mentored a pre-service 
student in the past year. 

For more information on the program including recent examples of professional 
development activities and how to apply, visit: www.suny.edu/masterteacher

4.5% 

70% 
are science  
teachers*

30% are math 
teachers*

75%+ teach High School 
STEM courses

15%+ teach Middle 
School

teach both Middle and 
High school courses

623  NYS MASTER TEACHERS

A total of 23 districts are home to NYS Master Teachers in 
Southern Tier region, including 

• Binghamton City School District
• Dryden Central School District
• Horseheads School District
• Ithaca City School District

NYS Master Teachers in the Southern Tier region bring a 
wealth of STEM experience and professional expertise to 
their students and their colleagues. Committed to supporting 
teacher preparation in NYS, Master Teachers prepare and 
mentor new teachers. 42% work with pre-service teachers.

Dedicated to encouraging their students to pursue STEM 
studies and careers beyond high school, Southern Tier region 
Master Teachers collaborate across districts and regions to 
share best practices and cutting-edge content research to 
provide the most dynamic STEM learning environments for 
their students. 

*Master Teachers offer courses in multiple STEM disciplines, 
these numbers refer to the predominant course load.

In the Southern Tier region, 26% teach a dual credit 
course, a course that allows students to simultaneously 
earn high school and college credit. This is on top of the 
Advanced Placement courses offered. 

Dual Credit courses are possible through partnerships 
with colleges, including:

• Corning Community College
• SUNY Delhi
• Alfred State University
• Syracuse University

Dual Credit courses include:

• Global Environment and the Evolution of Human 
Culture

• Precalculus
• Physics: Mechanics and Heat
• Calculus 1

About the Southern Tier Region NYS Master Teachers


